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WEI Continues to Deliver in 2021

In 2021, the Wisconsin Environmental Initiative (WEI) participated in various activities
to promote sustainable business and infrastructure in the state. The organization's
Executive Director, John Imes, participated in virtual meetings with members of
Congress, and sponsored and helped organize a virtual luncheon event on the
impact of infrastructure bills on Wisconsin's green economy. WEI also partnered with
other organizations to highlight the benefits of sustainable practices in the state. WEI
also celebrated the groundbreaking of green-built affordable housing projects and



recognized other organizations and individuals for their work in promoting
sustainability in Wisconsin.

‘Combined with the just-enacted bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the
Build Back Better Act is milestone legislation that can help move Wisconsin forward
and create a more resilient economy that works for all,” said John Imes, Co-Founder &
CEO of Wisconsin Environmental Initiative. “From strengthening the middle class,
addressing climate change, updating our infrastructure, ensuring income equality, and
supporting clean water, and regenerative agriculture — all provisions that will help
broaden Wisconsin's prosperity and make an economic recovery for all possible.”

Here is a recap and highlights of WEI's work in 2021.:

Executive Director, John Imes participated with the American Sustainable Business
Network (ASBN) during virtual D.C. fly-in meetings with ten members of Congress
including Rep. Mark Pocan (W) and legislative staff on both sides of the aisle. See
John's guest column in support of the bipartisan infrastructure and budget
reconciliation bills to address economic, environmental, workplace, and social
issues that will broaden Wisconsin's prosperity.

WEI sponsored and helped organize the WisPolitics.com virtual luncheon
event 'How Will Bills to Boost Infrastructure Affect Wisconsin's Green Economy?"

The lineup included David Kieve, director of Public Engagement for the White
House Council on Environmental Quality, Veteran DC journalist Lou Jacobson and
two state lawmakers, Rep. Greta Neubauer, D-Racine, a member of the Legislature's
Joint Finance Committee and Sen. Robert Cowles, R-Green Bay, chair of the Senate
Natural Resources and Energy Committee and vice-chair of the Senate
Transportation and Local Government Committee. "WEI is partnering with
WisPolitics.com and WisBusiness.com on how the state can make the most of
possible once-in-a-generation boost to a wide array of programs benefiting the
green economy. Watch the event here.

Thanks to WisPolitics.com and WisBiz Green for also highlighting John's blog recap
of GreenBiz21, the premier annual event for sustainable business that explores
market and policy shifts for a more sustainable, just economy.

Historic Bipartisan Infrastructure Act Will Deliver for Wisconsin!

“Thanks to members of the Wisconsin delegation, including Rep. Mark Pocan, Rep.
Ron Kind, Rep. Gwen Moore, and Senator Tammy Baldwin who voted for once-in-a-
generation funding to create good-paying, family-supporting jobs to help build back
our state including $6+ billion for roads, bridges, and public transportation, $100+
million for reliable high-speed internet, $79+ million for electric vehicle (EV) charging
stations, plus $841 million in critical water infrastructure and more!



https://www.asbnetwork.org/infrastructure
https://www.asbnetwork.org/infrastructure
https://www.wispolitics.com/2021/john-imes-infrastructure-bills-will-broaden-wisconsins-prosperity/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2021/john-imes-infrastructure-bills-will-broaden-wisconsins-prosperity/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2021/september-21-wispolitics-com-wisbusiness-com-virtual-luncheon-on-the-green-economy-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVCac4VRfMU
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=3964502283580501&id=271703062860460
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=3964502283580501&id=271703062860460
https://www.asbnetwork.org/media-release/american-sustainable-business-council-applauds-historic-passage-bipartisan

From Crisis to Opportunity: Executive Director, John Imes provided testimony for
the Joint Committee on Finance.

"..From strengthening the middle class, addressing climate change, updating our
infrastructure, ensuring income equality, and supporting clean water, and regenerative
agriculture - all actions you can take in this budget to advance a more resilient and
sustainable economic recovery..."

Highest-scoring Green Built Certified Affordable Housing Project in Wisconsin!
Congratulations to West CAP and Gerrard Corporation for their work to develop
1300 Residences, the highest-scoring Green Built Certified affordable housing
project in Wisconsin! Featuring Smartflower solar tracking technology and a 580-
rooftop solar panel installation, plus state-of-the-art air-source heat pumps and
energy-efficient insulated glass windows, 1300 Residences represents the cutting
edge of green-built, solar-based affordable living! By combining innovative energy
technologies with conservation measures, 1300 Residences will meaningfully
address climate change by reducing carbon dioxide emissions up to 300 tons per
year!

WEI joined Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA)
Executive Director Joaquin Altoro and other community leaders and partners

to celebrate the groundbreaking of the Limerick Senior Apartments and
Townhomes in Fitchburg. The 127-unit Northpointe Development affordable
housing project will be built to WEI's Green-Built standards and feature a series of
bioswales/bioretention basins to protect a nearby wetland and Nine Springs
Conservancy plus over 300 solar panels (PV) electric system.

Executive Director, John Imes visited Sheboygan to tour the “Green Built Certified"
Badger State Lofts, a converted former tannery into a mixed-use residential
community. "Another example of how we can transform old, underutilized buildings
and infrastructure to create jobs and affordable housing while addressing climate
change and building a greener Wisconsin economy.

In 2021, the scoring criteria for multifamily projects increased the Green Built Home
standard score from 150 to 200 points or more, increasing the positive economic,
social, and environmental impact of affordable housing projects statewide!

Certified projects in 2021 totaled nearly 4,000 homes and WHEDA low-income
housing units built or remodeled to WEI's Green Built Home standards. Since 1999,
WEI has worked with stakeholders to Green Built Home certify more than 26,500
homes and multi-family units throughout the state.

Thanks to the Monroe Street Merchants Association (MSMA) for recognizing and
celebrating Wisconsin Environmental Initiative's volunteer work on Monroe Street,
Executive Director, John Imes service on the MSMA board, and the recent sale of
Arbor House, a national award-winning inn that John and his wife Cathie owned and


https://www.weigogreener.org/blog.php
https://www.facebook.com/johnimeswi/posts/4559223167457384
https://www.facebook.com/johnimeswi/posts/4031838040195902
https://www.facebook.com/johnimeswi/posts/4252879234758447
https://www.facebook.com/johnimeswi/posts/4252879234758447
http://www.monroestreetmadison.com/

operated for more than 27 years! Watch this 2-minute video with highlights of Arbor
House over the years and our projects on Monroe Street!

Holiday Glow on Monroe!

Executive Director, John Imes joined Morgridge Center for Public Service Badger
Volunteers on Monroe Street to decorate streetlamps with holiday garlands, plus
solar light strings donated by WEI: A reminder to shop local every holiday season!

Thanks to the UW Public Interest Law Foundation for inviting Executive
Director John Imes to present at their Community Justice Week event. Great
opportunity to highlight Green-Built affordable housing projects, green building
trends, and policy opportunities at the state, local, and national levels.

Model rain garden project spurs stormwater education

John also joined fellow volunteers to plant two rain gardens located behind Wingra
School in the Dudgeon-Monroe Neighborhood. The rain gardens will mitigate and
infiltrate runoff from the school's playground to help protect the Lake Wingra
watershed and provide educational activities for students.

Thanks to the Morgridge Center for Public Service for inviting Executive Director,
John Imes to present and share his experiences with Badger Volunteers including
policy priorities and actions we can take to advance a more resilient and sustainable
future that works for all. John also spoke with students from the UW-Madison
Ethical and Responsible Business Network — ERBN about Triple Bottom Line
strategies and the need for a sense of urgency to change “business as usual” and
“politics as usual”.

Thanks to PLATO — Participatory Learning & Teaching Organization for inviting John
to speak about the many ways we can advance a more sustainable Wisconsin
economy. Special emphasis on the once-in-a-generation funding ($500 billion for
climate!) from the proposed bi-partisan infrastructure package and Build Back
Better Act!

Wisconsin Environmental Initiative is a proud member of the American Sustainable
Business Network and attended the ASBN Business for a Just & Sustainable
Economy event featuring Climate & Energy Policy and Business for Democracy
Policy Working Group meetings; Climate Resilience, Economic Justice and Building
the NEXT Economy; plus an event at Ocean View Growing Grounds, an established
community garden, food forest and learning center with local neighborhood
residents.

John also attended a great Wisconsin Sustainable Business Council annual
conference featuring remarks by Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes and
presentations for business leaders and sustainability professionals working to
advance sustainable principles and best practices.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3d5FQGvX_iA
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https://www.asbnetwork.org/policy-action
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WEI social media posts reached over 150,000 people in 2021 with 50 posts resulting
in over 12,000 link clicks or post engagements. Check out WEI's Facebook

page and be sure to "Like" and leave comments on our social media to let us know
how we're doing.

For more on WEI, please visit our website.

Want to support WEI? Please make a fully tax-deductible contribution as an
individual donor or join WEI as a sponsor.

Thanks to all our partners and sponsors for another great year!

Past Program Successes

Over the years, WEI has developed programs and forums that give stakeholders the
opportunity to learn more about sustainable strategies. Wisconsin can gain a
competitive market advantage while protecting the state's resources and
environment. Some examples of WEI's past programs and events include:

e Doing Well by Doing Good: What happens in Wisconsin if we get this right?

e Germany-Wisconsin Green Jobs in the New Europe n Green Tier Advantage

e Travel Green Wisconsin n Green & Growing Bioindustry Tour

e Wisconsin Green & Growing

e New Directions in Environmental Governance n Energy Fact-Finding Trip to
Germany

e Energy Policy Forum

e Environmental Policy Forum

e Profit-Driven Environmental Management

e Agriculture and Land Use n Shoreland Development

e Quality Urban Development

WEI Board of Directors

Richard A. Heinemann, Board Chair, Boardman + Clark

Gregory Armstrong, Treasurer, Director Emeritus, UW-Madison Arboretum
Joann Kelly, Secretary, Madison Gas & Electric

Tom Boldt, The Boldt Company

John Imes, Co-founder & President
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Source of Funds

Contribution . ... $2,006
ProgramRevenue ............................ $335,985
Totallncome . ............ i i $338,174

Uses of Funds

Programs . .......oovo $170,324
FUNdraisSing . ... $7,173
Administration . ......... . $36,817
TotalEXpenses ..., $214,314

2021 Support and Partners

Madison Gas & Electric, Boldt, WisPolitics.com, Tim O'Brien Homes, Veridian Homes,
Commonwealth Development, Northpointe Development, Boardman & Clark,
Bielinski Homes, Loos Homes, General Capital, MSP Development, Horizon
Development,, Stone House Development, Bear Development, The Alexander
Company.

Dear Friends,

Since 1996, WEI has brought together leading stakeholders representing state and
local government, businesses, and environmental organizations to focus on
common values and finding ways to improve Wisconsin's environment and economy.

With the help of generous donations, sponsorships and effective partnerships, WEI
has become a driving force in support of a green and growing economy - one that
respects our heritage and tradition of environmental stewardship while embracing a
more collaborative, practical, and effective way forward.

WEI cannot do this important work without your help. As a non-profit environmental
organization, we rely on membership donations to drive our mission.

Today | ask you to become a member and make a fully tax-deductible contribution
to WEI as an individual donor. With your donation, WEI can continue its innovative
programs, partnerships and learning events to revitalize the state and move
Wisconsin in a solid, new direction.

Thank you very much for your consideration and support of WEI.
Sincerely,

John Imes, Co-founder & Director
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